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September 2007

Barrios introduced Rene Vera , Deputy Director of
the Central District, Phoenix Parks and Recreation
Dept., who extended his thanks to the PCA
volunteers for their time and effort in overseeing the
PMMP cemeteries and opening the Smurthwaite
House and grounds to the public.  He said that he has
a personal interest in PMMP, having grown up in
downtown Phoenix, and intends to give more
attention and priority to the maintenance and
activities at PMMP.  Rachel Brannan has been
promoted, and until that position is filled, Deputy
Director Vera will act as liaison contact for the PCA.
Bonnie Still is an assistant working at the Norton
House, and has been a great help to the PCA for
many years.

Thorpe presented a draft of revised bylaws.  The
draft was emailed to the membership, and all
suggestions should be emailed to the PCA
(pioneercem@yahoo.com.                                         ) These will be voted on at
the annual meeting in November.

Sumrall, Grandrud and Edwards were appointed as
the nomination committee to present candidates for
the Board of Directors.  The nominees must be
submitted by October 1st to be mailed out to the
membership before the Annual Meeting.

Barrios reported on his meeting with Rene Vera and
Mark Lamm in which he suggested that, perhaps, the
City of Phoenix could take ownership of  Crosscut
Cemetery to insure its preservation.  Vera said that
he has already sent a request to the Phoenix Real
Estate Department to determine the legal status of
the title to Crosscut Cemetery.

September Meeting Notes Projects

Grandrud reported on the Inventory of Arizona’s                                     
Historic Cemeteries.                                   The working group, which
Grandrud chairs, is composed of the State Historic
Preservation Officer and other SHPO staff,
representatives of the State Funeral Directors Assn.
and State Cemetery Assn., preservation
professionals, and members of genealogical and
historical societies. It has been formed to create a
comprehensive inventory of Arizona cemeteries and
gravesites over 50 years old.  The inventory will be
kept and maintained at the SHPO office. Grandrud is
contacting people to fill county/area co-coordinator
positions, most of which she has filled. She hopes
that a State Registry of Cemeteries, similar to the
State and National Register of Historic Places, will
follow the inventory.  There needs to be new
legislation to form the registry from the inventory
already in place.  She added that we need to protect
our heritage by protecting these cemeteries.  The
members present voted to spearhead this project and

(Continued on page 2)

Open House Events

Opening the House and cemeteries to the public was
successful last year and brought many visitors to the
park.  The last Saturday of the months, October              
27     th    , November 24                         th    , and December 29                                th      were set
to hold an Open House between the hours of
11:00 and 3:00 PM. Volunteers will be needed to
host both the House and cemeteries on each of the
above dates.  Publicity will be sent out by the Parks
& Recreation Department, and Edwards volunteered
to contact other neighborhood publications. Please
volunteer some time on these dates to help host the
House & cemeteries.
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Projects Con’t

actively participate in the collection of the inventory.

Johnson reported on the Arizona              Centennial Legacy                              
Project             related to the inventory project.  She has
prepared a draft of the application, timeline,
accompanying letters and budget.  The Arizona
Historical Advisory Commission (AHAC) is the
agency in charge of approving and authorizing
Centennial Legacy Projects.  The educational
component of the project will be a presentation,
publication and a manual for cemetery preservation.
This project was also voted in.

Cementerio Lindo                              - The Phoenix Parks & Recreation
Department has begun the restoration process at
Cementerio Lindo, the first Maricopa County

Cemetery.  The City will be doing the archaeological
and land surveys, replacing the fence and
landscaping the east side along 15th Avenue.  The
PCA will be responsible for recreating the burial list
that was lost due to a fire.  Those present voted to
adopt this project to research the online death
records to collect all the county burials.  West, Carr
and Falk will tri-chair this committee.

PMMP Inventory                            - This is an on-going project to
record all the markers and structures in PMMP.
Only Rosedale, done in 1986-9, has been inventoried
since 1940.  Members will be contacted and
encouraged to help with this project.

The PCA appreciates the support of all its members,

(Continued from page 1) but we also need ”hands-on” help with the open
house events and these projects. Please, if you can
give us a few hours on an open house day, or if
you’d like to participate in any of our projects,
contact us at 602-534-1262  or email
pioneercem@yahoo.com. We can give you the
information and tools to work with us.
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Goodyear Farms/ Litchfield Park Cemetery to the
City of Avondale.  Hill asked for a letter of support
from PCA for accepting that offer.  The consensus of
the members was that city ownership is a more se-
cure ownership than private or corporation owner-
ship, but that PCA’s support should specifically sup-
port preservation and the best interests of the historic
cemetery.  Any other considerations should be up to
the City of Avondale.

The next meeting will be October 14, 2007, at 2:00
PM.

Meeting Con’t

continued from page 1

Newslette                r- Edwards suggested that PCA publish a
newsletter on a regular basis.  West noted
that PCA has had a newsletter several times in the
past.  Discussion included having articles and photos
submitted by members, biographies, projects, and
other cemetery-related items.  Edwards will chair the
newsletter committee with Carr and Falk.

Wilky Dedication:                               PCA has the memorial plaque,
and plans will be made for a dedication after the
plaque is installed and the Wilky family consulted.

Membership Report: Smith announced that PCA
membership is up to 73 at present.

Announcements

The Transportation Workers Union, the union of the
flight attendants of Southwest Airlines, donated

$200 towards the restoration at Cementerio Lindo.
Michael Broadhead and Michael Massoni, both of
that union, donated another $50.

Dr. Bill Morgan has donated to the PCA his two-
volume reading of Greenwood Cemetery done in the
7 years before 2001.  Carr estimated about 50,000
names in this work.  Our grateful thanks go out to
Dr. & Mrs. Morgan.

West received a phone call from Avondale Assistant
City Manager, Rogene Hill, telling that Sun Cor
Corp.  has proposed turning its ownership of

Did You Know?
Interesting things can be found while working on
other projects. While transcribing death certificates
to rebuild the burial list for Cementerio Lindo, I was
working on those in Maricopa County from 1918. I
had heard of the Spanish Flu epidemic that occurred
during this year, and my dad remembers wearing a
mask when he was four years old, playing outside
the cabin in San Rafael. But I was astonished at the
sheer numbers! There were 1940 death certificates
online for Maricopa County in the year 1918, and I
had just finished going through 1925 when there
were only 1850.

From another list of burials in the PCA records, the
first instance of Spanish Flu listed as cause of death
was Oct, 12, 1918, when a 20-year-old young man
died and was buried in Forest Lawn Cemetery (a part
of Greenwood).  From that point in time, the fre-
quency of deaths due to pneumonia and/or influenza
increases quickly. In the case where pneumonia is
listed as the primary cause of death, influenza is fre-
quently listed as the contributory cause.

In accounting the winter months between October 1
and April 30 for 1917/18, the year preceding the in-
famous flu epidemic, there were 905 death certifi-
cates issued. That same period for 1918/19 showed
1603, and then receded to 1196 in the winter of
1919/20. We can be thankful that vaccines and an-
tibiotics are available to us in these modern times.
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Secondary Article Heading

PIONEERS' CEMETERY ASSOCIATION

PO Box 63342
Phoenix, AZ 85082-3342
602-534-1262
pioneercem@yahoo.com
www.azHistCemeteries.org
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