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TRIBUTE BY  VAL WILSON 

 
Throughout the annals of our nation’s history, many an American 
soldier has been lost to war in an effort to improve our lives, con-
ditions, and freedom.  Every Memorial Day, the Pioneer and Mili-
tary Memorial Park pays tribute to military personnel from every 
war, every time period, and every service branch.  The brave men 
and women who have sacrificed their time and their lives deserve 
honor and respect for preserving our faith and values across a 
multitude of generations.   Without their dedication, we would 
not have the liberties and opportunities we enjoy today. 

THE R.I.P 

REPORT 

Photos:  headstone—Diane Sumrall, 
Civil War—Library of Congress 

house—Mangus Manke 

The Pioneer and Military Memorial Park is the final resting place of 
many veterans ranging from privates to generals, from soldiers to 
sailors to cavalrymen, from a myriad of regiments that fought in the 
Mexican War, the Civil War, the Spanish American War and the 
Philippine Insurrection.  We honor and salute them all.  Come visit 
the PMMP, and learn about our heroes.  Here are just a few: 

• Lindley H Orme—served in Company B, Virginia Cavalry, and 
later became a Maricopa County sheriff 

• L.D. Davis—horse whisperer and Civil War veteran known as 
the “Little Yankee Devil” 

…..as well as many others.  Come see us at the PMMP! 
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These hearts were woven of  human joys and cares, 
Washed marvelously with sorrow, swift to mirth. 
The years had given them kindness.  
Dawn was theirs, 
And sunset, and the colours of  the earth. 
These had seen movement, and heard music;  
Known slumber and waking; loved; gone proudly friended; 
Felt the quick stir of  wonder; sat alone; 
Touched flowers and furs and cheeks.  
All this is ended. 
 
There are waters blown by changing winds to laughter; 
And lit by the rich skies, all day.  
And after, frost, with a gesture, stays the waves that dance. 
And wandering loveliness.  
He leaves a white unbroken glory, a gathered radiance, 
A width, a shining peace, under the night. 
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THE SOLDIER’S DEATH BY RUPERT BROOKE 
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Charles H Knapp was born in Honesdale, Pennsylvania, September 
7, 1845.  He moved with his parents to Terra Haute, Indiana in the  
spring of 1850, and was educated at Wabash College,  
Crawfordsville, Indiana.  When the Civil War broke out, he enlisted 
in the Union army and served his country in Company I, Eleventh 
Regiment, Indiana Volunteer infantry.  Following the war, he  
resided in Indiana and Kansas for many years.   
 
In 1881, he came to Phoenix, and was made deputy clerk of the  
District Court. He filled several appointed clerical positions until 
well after 1890.  Charles Knapp was a prominent member of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, (GAR) and became a commander of 
the Phoenix Knights Templar. He married Anna Rezzer Knapp and 
had four children.  He died in 1898,and is buried in the Masons 
cemetery at the PMMP.   
 

Brown was born in 1845 in Decatur, New York.  He was the fourth 
child of Joseph Brown and Cynthia A. Jones, who moved west to 
Wood County, Ohio, in 1856. On 14 August 1862, he enlisted at Per-
rysburg, Ohio, for a term of three years.  In military records, his 
name was misspelled as Banger (or even Bangor) B. Brown.  He 
served in Company D, 111th Ohio Infantry, advancing to the rank 
of corporal.  He was discharged 12 Jan 1864 at Strawberry Plains, 
Tennessee, after being treated in a hospital for lung disease; how-
ever, he was still on a company muster roll when he was discharged 
27 June 1865 in Salisbury, North Carolina.  
 
After the war, he settled in Bowling Green, Ohio, but soon moved 
west—first to Kansas City, and then in 1869 to Cameron, Milam 
County, Texas.  By 1888, he was living in Flagstaff, Arizona. 
 

There, he joined GAR Post Number 4 and applied in 1890 for a disability pension. He was 
awarded pension #649657 on 26 August 1891.  While on his way to Phoenix, he was taken ill 
with pneumonia and died on 5 February 1893.  He was buried with military honors in Porter 
Cemetery, Section B, Lot 32, Grave C. 
 

CHARLES H. KNAPP BY VAL WILSON 
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BANYER BLAKELY BROWN BY DONNA CARR 

Photos top and bottom  
by Diane Sumrall 
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The Pioneer’s Cemetery Association’s 33rd 
annual Memorial Day observance on May 
30th, was, as usual, nothing short of spec-
tacular!  Flags and flowers adorned the 
graves of veterans in the adjoining Pioneer & 
Military Memorial Park.  In spite of the May 
heat, well over 240 spectators were present. 
 
Ceremonies commenced with a welcome, a  
salute to all military divisions, and a grand 
march by participating organizations which 
included the Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame 
Society; the Buffalo Soldiers of the Arizona 
Territory—Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
Regiment, Children of the American Revolu-
tion and Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion; 1st New Mexico Volunteers, Company 
B; 9th Memorial United States Cavalry; Ari-
zona Civil War Council; Arizona Masonic 
Lodge #2; First Families of Arizona; 
Questers, Salt River Waves; Sons of Confed-
erate Veterans; Sons of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War; the Southwest Civil War Asso-
ciation; The First Families of Arizona; 
United Daughters of the Confederacy, and 
the West Valley Genealogy Society.  
 
The keynote speaker, Dr. Eduardo Pagan, 
gave an emotional speech about the influence 
of each generation upon the other.   
 
After the gun and cannon salutes, Jan Huber 
played Taps, and ceremonies concluded with  
refreshments.  Thanks to all of our volun-
teers, participants, Boy Scouts, and visitors 
who made the day a huge success.   
 
  

 MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE CEREMONY BY VAL WILSON 
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Memorial Day photos:  Crys Kisicki 
PCA vendor photo:  Jen Colvin 
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 On Saturday, April 23, 2016, members of the 
Arizona Civil War Council and Thunderbird 
Chapter 2102 of the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy remembered the Confederate vet-
erans buried in the Pioneer & Military Memo-
rial Park.  After the War, veterans such as  
Columbus Gray and Lindley Orme played  
important roles in the settlement of Phoenix.  
B. J. Franklin even served as the 12th governor 
of the Arizona Territory. 
 
The remembrance ceremony concluded with a 
musket salute by members of the Arizona Civil 
War Council.  Afterward, everyone was invited 
to attend the traditional Southern “Sweet” 
Tea, sponsored by the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy and held in historic Smurthwaite 
House. 

 

 CONFEDERATE MEMORIAL DAY BY JUDY SMITH, PCA, UDC 
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Photos by Judy Smith 



P a g e  6  

The Pioneer and Military Memorial Park 
was the setting for the Qingming Festival 
or Chinese Tomb Sweeping Day on an 
overcast Tuesday morning . The event oc-
curs 15 days after the Spring Solstice on 
either April 4 or 5 (on years with a Leap 
year).  Members of the Phoenix Chinese 
Welfare Council led the tribute that hon-
ors their Chinese relatives and ancestors.  

Chinese legends state that faithful retainer 
Jie Zitui resigned from the court of Duke 
Wen (697-628 BC) and went into exile to live out his life in a quiet, isolated retreat.  After three 
years, the king located Jie Zitui’s  hideaway and set fire to the forest in an attempt to force Jie 
to come down from the mountain. Unwilling to flee leaving his aged mother behind, Jie per-
ished. The remorseful ruler later had a change of heart and designated a day when Jie’s memory 
would be honored. 

Today, the tomb-sweeping traditions live on. Chinese families clean and sweep the graves, offer 
food and drink to the spirits of their ancestors and burn ’joss paper’ or ’ghost money’ to the 
keep them comfortable in the afterlife. Some families decorate their doorsteps with willow 
branches to help keep evil spirits at bay. 

The spirits of the deceased are believed to live on and to look after the families of their descen-
dants.  Their tombs are said to be their houses—therefore it is important to keep the tomb-
stones clean. Several members of the Pioneers’ Cemetery Association attended the brief cere-
mony in City/Loosley cemetery. After bowing in reverence, the officiant ignited a small fire to 
burn the ghost money and pictures of items the ancestors might need in the other world. 

One of the gentlemen told this writer a story about his late grandfather. “We buried him in 
Greenwood Cemetery with no shoes on his feet. Later that night my father had a strange visit 
from my grandfather’s spirit. ‘How can I get where I need to go if I have no shoes to walk 
there?’ he asked my father. The next day we made a quick trip to J.C. Penney to buy a pair of 
shoes. We took them to my grandfather’s grave and burned them at the site so he could take 
the shoes he needed to the other world.” 

“To forget one's ancestors is to be a brook without a source, a tree without a root.” (Chinese 
Proverb) 

 

 CHINESE TOMB SWEEPING DAY  BY DEBE BRANNING 

June 2016 
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Chinese Sweeping Day photos by  
Debe Branning 
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Alexander Peter Petit was a well-known architect in California and Arizona during the late 
19th century.  Born in Pennsylvania around 1819, he and wife Catherine arrived in Phoenix 
about 1878 from California.  Shortly after his arrival, he designed the Irvine Building on First 
and Washington Streets, one of the first two-story brick buildings in Phoenix.  His plans for the 
new Maricopa County Courthouse and Jail were accepted in August of 1879, although they 
were not constructed because of a funding issue with the County.   
 
Petit and his wife then moved to Tucson where he designed and built commercial buildings 
along Congress Street, including the Henry Buehman Photography Studio & Gallery and a 
school near Military Plaza.  The Arizona Daily Star building, erected in 1883, is the only re-
maining evidence of Petit’s work in Tucson. 
 
The Petits returned to Phoenix where, in February 1891, Catherine died after a short illness.  
She was buried in the IOOF Cemetery at the Pioneer & Military Memorial Park.  Petit contin-
ued his work; his last design was the Rosson House located at 6th Street and Monroe.  The Ros-
son House was completed a month before Petit died in March 1895.   
 
Memory of Alexander Petit’s contributions to Arizona has faded over time and one must search 
long and hard for his history.  The Petits’ graves were unmarked for many years, making find-
ing the Petits even harder for any historian.  Although there may have been headstones at one 
time, over the years they disappeared like many others.  through our Memorial Marker Pro-
gram, the Pioneers’ Cemetery Association, placed two new markers on the Petits’ graves in 
2015.   

ALEXANDER P. PETIT BY PATTY GAULT 

June 2016 

Headstone photos—Patty Gault 
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Several inventories of the grave markers in the 
P&MMP cemeteries have been done over the years. 
The earliest inventory was done in 1974 by Ed Fergu-
son and R .J.  Jacklin of the Phoenix Streets Depart-
ment. At some later time, the slides that had been 
taken were ordered to be disposed of but were instead  
donated to the Arizona Historical Society. The Pio-
neers’ Cemetery Association became aware of these 
slides in 1986, and the Phoenix Parks Department pur-
chased copies for PCA in 1987. 
 
As slide projectors with light bulbs are no longer avail-
able, I decided to digitize the slides.  Now we can easily 
see how our markers have fared over the last 40 years.  
I’ve included two here;  look for more examples in fu-
ture issues. 
 
Visitors may notice a toppled “log” in the Linville lot 
in the north end of Masons’ Cemetery. The Linvilles 
were a prominent Phoenix family headed by Hiram and 
Rebecca. Hiram was a Maricopa County Supervisor, and 
the Linville Addition was an early addition to the City of Phoenix.  At least five family mem-
bers buried in the lot, including Rebecca, who died in 1891, and Hiram who died in 1893. The 
1974 slide shows the sandstone  “tree” standing tall although it was identified as “unknown.”  
Forty years later, it is fallen, crushed and eroded. 

THEN AND NOW BY DIANE SUMRALL 
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Top photo:  Ed /Ferguson, R.J. Jacklin 
Bottom photo:  Diane Sumrall 
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PCA UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Saturday, October 29, 2016 
 

The 4th annual  Dining Among the Dead dinner and fundraiser 
will start at 5 PM at: 

 
Pioneer and Military Memorial Park, Smurthwaite House 

1317 W. Jefferson in Phoenix 
Saturday, October 29, 2016 

  
Festivities will include dinner from Macayos, cemetery tours, 
Smurthwaite house tours, raffle prizes, and entertainment by  

Ballet Folklorico.  Come dressed as your favorite Phoenix pioneer, 
Victorian character, or come as yourself.   

Each ticket is $35.00 for members, and $40.00 for non-members.  
Please mail to the P.O. Box  

address listed below in the form of  a check or money order.  Please   
specify the number of  tickets you are ordering. 

 
PCA Mailing Address: 

P. O. Box 33192 
Phoenix, Arizona 85067 

 
 
 
 
 



PCA Officers 

 

President:  
Mark Lamm  

Vice President:  
Sterling Foster 

and 
Debe Branning  

Treasurer: 
Val Wilson  
Secretary:  

Vivia Strang 

 

 

 

WE’RE ON THE WEB 

AZHISTCEMETERIES.ORG 

Membership Application 
____New Member               _____Renewal 
 
Name(s) ___________________________ 
___________________________________ 
Phone _____________________________ 
Address ___________________________ 
__________________________________ 
City _______________________________ 
State ______ Zip code ______________ 
Email ______________________________ 
Membership categories: 
Individual $20 ____ Family $25 ____ 

Organization $50 _____ 

Additional Donation $________________ 

Interested in becoming a volunteer:  

Yes ____              No ____ 

Make check payable to: 

Pioneers' Cemetery Association, Inc. 

P. O. Box 33192, Phoenix 85067.   
 
 Memberships are for one calendar year, Jan. 1

st
-Dec. 31

st
.  

Membership dues are deductible to the extent allowed by law.  

 
 

 

 

Volunteer Opportunities: 
         (Check one or more) 
 

◊ Cemetery tour leader 

◊ Historical researcher 

◊ Recordkeeping assistance 

◊ Grounds beautification 

◊ Fundraising 

◊ Special event volunteer 

◊ Tombstone repair/restoration 

◊ Website assistant 

◊ Publicity & marketing 

◊ Graphic artist & designer 

◊ Grant writing & research 

◊ Academic liaison 

◊ Newsletter contributor 

◊ Any other ideas are welcome 
 
How did you hear about Pioneers’ Cemetery  
Association? 
 
__________________________ 
__________________________ 
__________________________ 
__________________________ 
 
 

Thank you for your support! 
     (Revised 12/2013)  

 Membership Benefits 
• Free access to research and materi-

als of Pioneer & Military Memorial 
Park  

• May attend monthly Board and 
Membership meetings 

• Free attendance at monthly open 
house events 

• Free walking map of the Pioneer & 
Military Memorial Park 

• Quarterly electronic newsletter 
• Your opportunity to support  
 Arizona history 

 

602-534-1262                                                             
pioneercem@yahoo.com  


