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P i o n e e r s ’  C e m e t e r y  A s s o C i A t i o n  

Smurthwaite House: 

1317 W Jefferson St. 

Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

 

PCA Mailing Address: 

P. O. Box 33192 

Phoenix, Arizona 85067 

 
 

Dining Among the Dead—October 29th  

 
The Pioneers’ Cemetery Association invites you to   join 

us for an exciting evening on the grounds of our historic 

Phoenix cemetery to celebrate Día de los Muertos and 

remember those buried in Arizona’s oldest cemeteries  

 

When:  

Saturday, October 29, 2016 

Gates open at 5PM with tours of the lovely 1897 Smurth-

waite House 

 

Where: Pioneers’ Military and Memorial Park, 1317 West Jefferson, Phoenix, Arizo-

The R.I.P 
Report 

Buffet Dinner provided by Macayo’s served at 6 PM.  

 

Special Guest appearance by Dolan Ellis, Arizona’s Official State 

Balladeer, with entertainment by Ballet Folklorico de Tolleson.  

 

After dinner, enjoy a “Soul Stroll” through the cemetery and 

meet some of our famous “residents”. Join us in remembering our 

past and honor your deceased family members at our altar. 

 

$40 per person—Limited Seating 

 

For more information, contact:  

Judy Smith – 623-853-9550 or Kathleen Laurier  -  602-909-2121   
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Late on the night of February 12, 1914, a shadowy figure loi-

tered behind the house at 220 East Madison in Phoenix’s Chi-

natown.  While he waited for the people in the house to re-

tire, he smoked a cigarette and checked his revolver.  He 

ejected several spent cartridges and reloaded. 

 

Around midnight, he pried open the door to the screened 

porch with a screwdriver and crept in.  A man was sleeping 

there, bedclothes drawn up to his chin against the nighttime 

chill.  From only a few feet away, the gunman shot the un-

armed man in the head, dropped his throw-away weapon to 

the floor and fled into the darkness. 

 

Awakened by the sound of the gunshot, neighbors summoned law officers.  When they arrived, 

they identified the victim as Wong Fong, a 23-year-old barber.  Robbery did not appear to 

have been the motive as Wong’s belongings, including a sum of cash, had not been disturbed.  

Lawmen also found evidence—several empty shells and a cigarette butt—suggesting that the 

murderer had been watching the house for at least an hour. 

 

The house at 220 East Madison was the home of a prosperous Chinaman named Wong Fie, 

who may have been a relative of the deceased man.  Wong Fie was about fifty years old and 

reputed to be a gambler.  When questioned, Wong Fie identified the screwdriver used to pry 

open the door as his, but said he didn’t know how it had gotten there.  As a matter of fact, he 

had an airtight alibi:  he’d been away on a business trip for several days and, after returning to 

Phoenix on the 11:15 PM train, he’d gone straight to a friend’s house.  The friend could vouch 

for his whereabouts at the time of the murder. 
 

The third occupant of the house was Wong Fie’s twenty-year-old wife, Quock Young.   Proba-

bly fearing that she was about to be charged with the murder, she told a fantastic tale.  She 

claimed that she and Wong Fong had been engaged to marry years before but had lost touch, 

during which time she married Wong Fie instead.  Having found each other again, she said 

that she and her lover had made a pact to commit suicide and that Wong Fong had carried out 

his part of the bargain. 

 

Lawmen almost immediately discounted Quock Young’s story since it was not supported by 

the physical evidence.  The location of the wound made it nearly impossible for Wong Fong to 

have shot himself, there were no gunpowder burns on the body and the bedclothes had not 

been thrown back.  All the evidence pointed to murder, not suicide. 

 

When the coroner’s jury was empaneled the next day,  Rev. Frey, a local Lutheran minister, 

presented a letter which he said he had received from Wong Fong on the very day of his death.  

It read, “When I am killed, arrest Wong Fie.” 
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 The Sad Fate of Wong Fong—by Donna Carr 

P a g e  2  



P a g e  3  

During the inquest, a number of other facts were brought out.  Wong Fong had been living in 

Wong Fie’s household for about eleven months, certainly long enough for him to have fallen in 

love with his kinsman’s much younger wife.  He had been in the United States for at least six 

years.  While living in Globe, Arizona, he had converted to Christianity and had attended a Lu-

theran mission school there.  His facility with both English and Cantonese was such that he had 

even been considered for a post at a Lutheran mission school in Shanghai.  For her part, Quock 

Young was a graduate of Miss Donaldina Cameron’s Presbyterian Mission School in San Fran-

cisco, where Chinese immigrant girls were taught reading, writing, and domestic skills.  

 

Both Quock Young and Wong Fong had heard about something called ‘divorce’, and Quock 

Young had resolved to obtain one.  Several days before (she said), she had handed her husband 

a document written in Chinese, which he could not read.  Upon finding someone to read it to 

him, he learned that his wife was formally asking for a divorce.  Naturally, he was furious!  Not 

only had his wife and his lodger betrayed him, he would ‘lose face’ within the Chinese communi-

ty.  That day, he withdrew a large sum of cash from the bank and said that he was going on a 

business trip to Morenci, ostensibly to consult the marriage broker who had arranged his match 

with Quock Young. 

 

Wong Fong and Quock Young were frightened.  Wong Fong stayed away from his barbershop 

for three days.  He even send a letter to his friend Rev. Frey, alluding to the possibility that he 

might be murdered.  Not knowing how soon Wong Fie might return, he and Quock Young 

stayed up late on the night of February 12th, drinking tea and making plans…but to no avail. 

 

While the newspapers made much of the ill-fated romance, there was nothing to change the ver-

dict.  Coroner C. Johnstone ruled that Wong Fong had met his death at the hands of an un-

known assailant.  Wong Fie was released from jail on the strength of his alibi.  Quock Young 

was also released but was immediately rearrested on charges of having entered the country ille-

gally.  Nevertheless, she had been allowed to send for her friend Donaldina Cameron, and Miss 

Cameron herself arrived by train the following day. 
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Miss Cameron agreed that any prior engagement between Wong Fong and Quock Young was 

extremely unlikely, given that the girl could not have been more than thirteen or fourteen when 

Miss Cameron had taken her in in 1908.  Nevertheless, she offered to take the terrified young 

woman back to San Francisco with her. 

 

On March 10th, Wong Fong was buried in the Chinese section of City/Loosley Cemetery.   Rev. 

of Globe and Rev. Frey of Phoenix continued to press the sheriff about the case, but Wong 

Fong’s murderer was never apprehended. 

 

It appears that Quock Young eventually reconciled with her husband, for 

she was seen on a Phoenix street some months later, wearing several gold 

rings and necklaces.  Evidently Wong Fie still held her—and her silence?

—in high esteem. 
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 This summer, PCA members Cindy Lee (co-Chair 

of the Grave Marker Preservation Committee 

Phase 1 & 2), Steve Lee, Jennifer Merry,  

Suzanne Sherman, and Debe Branning (PCA co-

Vice President) attended the AGS 39th Annual 

Meeting and Conference on June 21-26, 2016 at 

Xavier University in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

 

This conference unites folks involved in cemetery 

preservation, history, genealogy, and anyone 

with a love for gravestone studies.  The attendees 

come from all corners of the United States and 

several different countries.  It is the perfect opportunity to learn how other organizations deal 

with goals of preserving our cemeteries. 

 

Tuesday afternoon is always a busy day of checking into the dorm facility and making sense of 

the campus map to learn where classes will be held,  locating the large lecture auditorium, and 

most important—finding the dining hall! 

 

Each evening from 9:00PM to 11:00PM there is a casual get-together where attendees can 

showcase their own projects or provide a cemetery-related piece of entertainment.  Cindy Lee 

and another guest did a presentation on Green Burials one evening. Debe Branning and Cindy 

Lee did a slideshow presentation of one of their favorite Cemetery Crawls during another late 

night session. 

 

Wednesday, the attendees boarded buses and headed to Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati.  

The cemetery dates from 1844, when members of the Cincinnati Horticultural Society formed a 

cemetery association. Spring Grove encompasses 733 acres of which 400 acres are currently 

landscaped and maintained. Its grounds include 12 ponds, many fine tombstones and memori-

als, and various examples of Gothic Revival architecture. As you can imagine, a cemetery this 

large consists of a lot of walking!  We were there most of the day photographing the beautiful 

monuments of this grand burial ground. 

 

After dinner each evening, conference attendees scurry to the auditorium where three keynote 

speakers share projects, essays, and information on cemeteries from around the world.  There 

are beautiful slideshows and all hope to win an award for their achievements at the end of the 

week.   

  

Thursday is normally an on campus classroom day.  Some of the classroom workshops offered 

were an introduction to Limestone Carving--Historic Cemetery Preservation Theory--Cemetery 

GPS Mapping Workshop—Classroom--Cemetery Landscaping: An Introduction--Protecting 

our Cemeteries. 

PCA Members attend the Association for  

Gravestone Studies Conference— by Debe Branning 
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Friday was another bus tour day.  The conference provided everyone with a sack lunch and wa-

ter.  The guests split up into three tour groups.  One of the bus tour groups visited Cincinnati 

Catholic Cemeteries, one visited Cincinnati Jewish Cemeteries, and another group visited 

Northern Kentucky Cemeteries. Who would have thought there would be so many wonderful 

cemeteries and grave markers in one location!   

Saturday at the conference is either more classroom ses-

sions, or a ‘get down or dirty’ day for the more adven-

turesome folk.  Some of the group were off to Photog-

raphy in the Cemetery, others tried out their limestone 

carving skills, while others headed to Wesleyan Ceme-

tery for a conservation field workshop under the leader-

ship of conservationists Dennis Montagna and Joe Fer-

rannini.   

 

PCA members decided that this was the best workshop 

for them.  Getting down in the dirt, using various tools 

approved by the conservators, these preservationists learned fast that straightening a grave 

stone or repairing a broken stone is not as easy as it looks!   There is so much to be learned, but 

this eager crew did their best to absorb what they could in a short six hours.   

 

Saturday evening was the conference banquet.  Everyone dressed up to enjoy a banquet-style 

dinner party.  Awards were given to those who have accomplished outstanding work in the field 

of gravestone studies—a great feat amongst your peers in this international organization. 

So come along next year!  The conference will be held in Tuscaloosa, Alabama!   Hope to see 

you there! 

One of the fun happenings during the week is the Silent Auction.  Many of the attendees donate 

books, photos, rubbings, tools, goodie baskets, cemetery knick-knacks, etc. to be auctioned off 

on Saturday evening. The bidding starts out slow, but by Saturday, things begin to get very 

intense in the bidding room because all of the items are a cemetery lover’s treasures!  The pro-

ceeds from the auction go back into the funding for the next year’s conference.  
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Photos by Debbie Branning—(previous page) AGS members righting a stone, (top) digging out a stone, (bottom 

left) AGS members, (bottom right) listening to a lecture 
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PCA Upcoming Events 

September 2016 

Saturday, October 29, 2016 
 

The 4th annual  Dining Among the Dead dinner and fundraiser 

will start at 5 PM at: 

 

Pioneer and Military Memorial Park, Smurthwaite House 

1317 W. Jefferson in Phoenix 

  

Festivities will include dinner from Macayos, cemetery tours, 

Smurthwaite house tours, raffle prizes, and entertainment by  

Ballet Folklorico de Tolleson.  Come dressed as your favorite Phoe-

nix pioneer, Victorian character, or come as yourself.  

  

Each ticket is $35.00 for members, and $40.00 for non-members.  

 

Please mail your check or money order to the P.O. Box address 

listed below.  Be sure to specify the number of  tickets  

you are ordering. 

 

Pioneers’ Cemetery Association, Inc. 

P. O. Box 33192 

Phoenix, Arizona 85067 
 

 

 

 

 



PCA Officers 

 
President: 

 
Mark Lamm  

Vice President: 
 

Sterling Foster 
and 

Debe Branning 
 

Treasurer: 
Val Wilson  
Secretary: 

 
Vivia Strang 

 
 

 

WE’RE ON THE WEB 
AZHISTCEMETERIES.ORG 

Membership Application 
____New Member               _____Renewal 

 

Name(s) ___________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Phone _____________________________ 

Address ___________________________ 

__________________________________ 

City _______________________________ 

State ______ Zip code ______________ 

Email ______________________________ 

Membership categories: 

Individual $20 ____ Family $25 ____ 

Organization $50 _____ 

Additional Donation $________________ 

Interested in becoming a volunteer:  

Yes ____              No ____ 

Make check payable to: 

Pioneers' Cemetery Association, Inc. 

P. O. Box 33192, Phoenix 85067.   

 

 Memberships are for one calendar year, Jan. 1st-Dec. 31st.  

Membership dues are deductible to the extent allowed by law.  

 

 

 

 

Volunteer Opportunities: 
         (Check one or more) 

 

 Cemetery tour leader 

 Historical researcher 

 Recordkeeping assistance 

 Grounds beautification 

 Fundraising 

 Special event volunteer 

 Tombstone repair/restoration 

 Website assistant 

 Publicity & marketing 

 Graphic artist & designer 

 Grant writing & research 

 Academic liaison 

 Newsletter contributor 

 Any other ideas are welcome 

 

How did you hear about Pioneers’ Cemetery  

Association? 

 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

 

 

Thank you for your support! 
     (Revised 12/2013)  

 Membership Benefits 
 Free access to research and materi-

als of Pioneer & Military Memorial 
Park  

 May attend monthly Board and 
Membership meetings 

 Free attendance at monthly open 
house events 

 Free walking map of the Pioneer & 
Military Memorial Park 

 Quarterly electronic newsletter 

 Your opportunity to support  
 Arizona history 

 

602-534-1262                                                             
pioneercem@yahoo.com  

mailto:pioneercem@yahoo.com

