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Holiday Greetings to everyone! 
 
We’ve had lots of activities here at the PMMP this year 
and welcome the new year with all of its splendor. 
 
We will continue to have open houses through April.  Our 
open houses are from 10 to 2 unless otherwise noted. 

If you are not currently a member, please consider being  
a part of our organization as we preserve the history of 
Phoenix and its pioneers.   
 
All of us at PCA wish you a joyous holiday season!  We 
can’t wait to see you in the new year! 

 

F r o m  t h e  P C A  P r e s i d e n t . . .  
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January 21 - Art Walk/Car show 
January 28 - Valentine Card Making - Grave Marker Preservation fundraiser 
February 4 - Grave Marker Preservation x 3 weeks with our amazing  
conservator Joe Ferrannini 
February 25 - Hats & High Tea - Grave Marker Preservation fundraiser 
March 25 - Murder Mystery - PCA fundraiser 
May 6 - Make a Mothers Day Brooch - Grave Marker Preservation fundraiser 
May 29 - Memorial Day event 

C o m e  H a v e  S o m e  F u n !  

Check back with us frequently on our Facebook page and website for ongoing events! 
 

Patty Gault, President 
Pioneers’ Cemetery Association 

Facebook @pcacemeteries  
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The Chinese Circle is located in City Loosley 
Cemetery.  It is a memorial dedicated to  
members of the Chinese community who 
helped to build Phoenix into the massive  
metropolis that it is today.   PCA’s own Donna 
Carr wrote this book to honor them by  
illustrating their history in downtown Phoenix 
and their many contributions to the commerce 
of Arizona.  This wonderful book is in our gift 
shop and on our website.  Soft copy is $35.00 
and hard copy is $45.00.  Get yours today! 

azhistcemeteries.org 

PCA will receive 10% of the proceeds to  
further our preservation efforts of Phoenix  
pioneer cemeteries.   

Our Car Show/Art Walk will be on  
January 21 from 12pm to 3pm, featuring  
Model-A cars and art from local vendors, as 
well as refreshments, music and book talks.  If 
you are a local artist and are interested in being 
a vendor please email us at:  
 
poineercem@yahoo.com  
 
Vending space is 
free. 
 

G o l d  M o u n t a i n  i n  t h e  D e s e r t  
I t ’ s  H e r e !  

C a r  S h o w  a n d  A r t  W a l k !  

http://www.azhistcemeteries.org
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The Award of Excellence that PCA received in June 2022 for our achievement in the 
preservation of state and local history was presented at the American Association for State 
and Local History Convention in Buffalo, New York, on September 16.  Vice President 
Cindy Lee accepted the award on behalf of PCA. 
 

 
 

  

PCA is celebrating its 40th Anniversary of incorporation in 2023.  Our origins began in the 
1930’s with a group of citizens who were concerned with the condition of our cemeteries.  
The present PCA was incorporated in 1983 by Dan Craig reusing the name of the earlier 

organization.  We continue that early mission of preservation and community involvement.  

 

A A S L H  A w a r d !  
  

40
th

 Anniversary PCA 

News Tidbits from PCA! 
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A step back in time was waiting for visitors on  
October 15 at the PMMP.  Friendly “spirits” were 
there to greet them and tell them about their tales of 
excitement and woe.  In celebration of Hispanic  
History Month and many notable citizens of the 
PMMP, we saw the following “residents”:   

 Spirits of the Old West October 15 

Feliciana Baker       

Martha Beatty 

Noah Broadway        

Magdalena Donnelly 

Edna Laziola        

Sisto Lizarraga 

Rosa Santa Cruz O’Meara         

Amos Randal  

Trinidad Silvas   

Mary Jane Wooldridge  

 

Guests also viewed the interior of Smurthwaite 
and enjoyed light refreshments while walking on 
the grounds. “I loved talking to the spirits.  It 
makes you understand that this is not just a field 
of headstones, but a memorial for individuals 

who helped make Phoenix what it is today”, said 
a guest.  Many thanks to our re-enactors who 
played “spirit” roles! 

We hope to see you at other events to visit more 
of our “spirits” at the PMMP! 
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 Spirits of the Old West October 15 
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The fall event, "Dia de los Muertos", was  
celebrated on October 1, 2022.  More than  
eighteen guests stopped by the PMMP Cemetery 
and Smurthwaite House to paint a Victorian Doll 
or Flower Pot as a fun table decoration for their 
homes. It is always fun to watch the magic as the 
room suddenly becomes quiet and the colorful 
painting begins! 
 
Raffles for fun prizes were held and light  
refreshments were served.  All proceeds were 
added to the Grave Marker Preservation Project 
Fund for upcoming work sessions.  

 Dia de Los Muertos! 



P a g e  9  December 2022 

 
 

  
There was a great turnout for our Ice Cream Social on 
September 24.  There was lots of ice cream and all had a 
great time playing Bingo with Marshall Shore.  Over 30 

prizes were awarded to our lucky players participating in 
various Bingos.   

 

We loved seeing you all there! 

I c e  C r e a m  S o c i a l !   
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Volunteers showed up early on October 22 to help clean 
and beautify our cemeteries.  Cactus Wren Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution cleaned grave 
markers in the Masons’ Cemetery.  The Sons of  
Confederate Veterans and the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy members cleaned the Southern Crosses for 
Confederate veterans and grave sites throughout the cem-
eteries.  Other volunteers picked up trash and pruned 
trees.   
 

We are grateful for the help! 

 October work day DAR, SCV, UDC and Volunteers! 
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It is hard to believe the year is almost gone.  We had our 
holiday party with ornament making on November 19.  
There was music, food, lots of fun and very creative  
people.   
 
We thank the Masons’ DeMolay group for helping with 
set-up and cleaning up. 

 Holiday Party at Smurthwaite! 

Chinese Circle  

The dedication of the Chinese Circle located 
in Loosley Cemetery was held on November 
5.  Many thanks go to the Chinese United  
Association of Greater Phoenix, the Chinese 
Welfare Association, the Chinese community 
and the City of Phoenix Park and Recreation 
South Division.  Due to these amazing   
partnerships, a beautiful monument that  
began in 2014 was recently completed.  The 
memorial lists the names of early Chinese 
pioneers in brick around the circle. 
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G l i m p s e  o f  H i s t o r y   
i n  t h e  P C A  

Bob Cox, a member of PCA, contributed this list that he has in his collections.  It is a 
list of some of our organizers in the 1930s.  Do they sound familiar to you? 
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A Cannon for Pioneer & Military Memorial Park 
By Ed Dobbins 

A Civil War era cannon given to the local chapter of the Grand Army of the Republic 
(G.A.R.) by the War Department was once considered for installation at Porter Cemetery. 
The thirteen-foot-long gun temporarily rested here for a few weeks in early 1897 after  
arriving from the Mare Island Naval Shipyard north of San Francisco. Prominent G.A.R. 
member and local Phoenix resident General Archibald J. Sampson was probably the  
individual responsible for arranging shipment of the surplus armament to Phoenix. 
 
After its arrival, plans changed, and G.A.R. Maj. Ed Schwartz presented the cannon to the 
city for permanent placement on the plaza that surrounded City Hall. When Schwartz  
offered the gun to the city council, its acceptance was supported by T. W. Hine, the sur-
veyor that platted Loosely Cemetery. He argued the cannon would provide a lesson in  
patriotism well worth the expense of installation.  
 
And what an installation it was!  Described in the L.A. Times newspaper as “mounted in a 
manner more startling than artistic,” the cannon was placed vertically with its back end 
three feet in the ground and the barrel pointing skyward “straight as a beanpole.”  
 
Reaction to the unusual mode of display was swift, and within the first few weeks, the 
monument was mockingly described as an attempt at cannon agriculture and a mark of our 
preparedness should a war with Mars ever occur. Visitors were perplexed too, and some 
wondered if the cannon was a new species of cactus. Perhaps it was the red sandstone  
color of the paint on the cannon that convinced one elderly man that it was made of stone. 
 
Three years later, the council decided to end the ridicule and remounted the cannon in the 
more traditional horizontal style. It seems part of the reason for the unusual vertical  
orientation resulted from the lack of a conventional stand for the gun. Money was  
appropriated for a standard base, and the reoriented memorial was unveiled at the plaza in 
a 1900 Fourth of July celebration. C. J. Dyer, who was on hand for each event as either 
councilman or mayor, remarked that he “now hoped the thing is safely landed and an-
chored.” 
 
The cannon was removed when the old city hall was replaced by the new City Hall and 
Maricopa County building in 1929. We don’t know what became of the cannon, although 
at over 15,000 pounds, it would have been a likely candidate for a WWII scrap drive. But 
who knows?  Maybe the big gun is laying, or perhaps standing, in an archive somewhere 
in town and remains to be found. 
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A Cannon for Pioneer & Military Memorial Park 
Artistic Renditions 

By Ed Dobbins 
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Laura Long Cochran, 1871-1899 
Matron at Phoenix Indian School 

Buried in Rosedale North, Lot L43 
By Donna Carr 

 

The main building at Phoenix Indian School, 1900,  

 

Laura Long was born on September 11, 1871, in Kansas.  She was the daughter of 
Isaac Zane Long, a prominent member of the Wyandotte Nation, and Catherine 
McConnell.  Her father Isaac is thought to have been a descendant of the famous 
frontiersman Isaac Zane and his Wyandotte wife Myeerah, whose interracial   
romance was romanticized in Zane Grey’s novel, Betty Zane.  Born in Zanesfield, 
Ohio, Isaac went west when the remnants of the Wyandotte tribe were removed to 
reservations in Kansas around 1843. 
 
Even though school records list Laura as being only one-sixteenth Wyandotte, she 
seems to have been regarded as Native American throughout her life.  In 1891, she 
was working and going to school at the Quapaw-Wyandotte Indian School in  
Seneca, Kansas.  Thereafter, she attended Carlisle Indian School in Pennsylvania, 
from which she graduated in 1895.  By 1896, she was employed as a matron at the 
Phoenix Indian School. 
 
Opened in 1891, the Phoenix Indian School was intended to function as a residential 
industrial school, training Native American teens and young adults in useful  
occupations such as carpentry, animal husbandry and the domestic arts such as  
sewing, cooking and nursing.  In time, its dormitories housed a total of about 700 
pupils from 35 different tribes, including advanced students from other Western 
states.  Like Laura, many of the teachers were themselves Native Americans from 
tribes elsewhere in the United States, on the theory that they would serve as relatable 
role models. (con’t.) 
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Laura Long Cochran, 1871-1899 
(con’t) 

 

 

 

On February 22, 1897, Laura Long married John Piper Cochran, a blacksmith at the 
Phoenix Indian School.  John does not seem to have been Native American; he and 
his parents consistently listed themselves as white on the federal census.  Laura and 
John had one son, John D. Cochran, born March 30, 1898, in Phoenix. 
 
Laura died on January 8, 1899, of inflammation of the bowels and peritonitis 
(possibly a ruptured appendix).  After a Methodist funeral service attended by almost 
all the Indian School students, she was laid to rest in Rosedale North, Lot 43.   
 
Weeks later, her husband’s parents, William C. and Mary Cochran, came to Phoenix 
to take nine-month-old John back to Kansas with them.  Following John P. 
Cochran’s remarriage in 1901, young John went to live with his father and his new 
stepmother. 
 
(To obtain a copy of the sources used for this article, please contact the PCA to make 
a suggested donation.) 
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Alfred Scott, 1881-1906  

Phoenix Indian School Student 
Buried in Rosedale North 

By Donna Carr 

 

Grave marker photos courtesy of Pioneers’ 
Cemetery Association, Inc. 

  
In time, its dormitories housed a total of about 700 pupils from 35 different tribes, 
including some advanced students from other Western states. The school was  
designed to be a self-sufficient as possible.  Vegetables were raised in the gardens.  
Male students tended the cows in the dairy and made the furniture used in the  
classrooms and dormitories.  Female students sewed school uniforms and practiced 
some native crafts such as basket-weaving. 
 
In addition to classes in occupational skills, the school had an academic curriculum 
similar to that taught in the average high school of the time.  Many of the teachers 
were themselves Native Americans from tribes elsewhere in the United States, on the 
theory that they would serve as relatable role models.  The school newspaper was 
produced in the campus print shop, and the school’s military drill team, marching 
band, football and baseball teams were highly regarded.  Each fall, students  
participated in the annual territorial fair, exhibiting handicrafts and taking part in 
horse races and foot races. 
 
Alfred Scott played left outfield on the school’s baseball team in 1901.  In 1904, he 
gave a declamation entitled “The Road to Placerville”, from Mark Twain’s book 
Roughing It, at a literary night performance. (con’t) 
 

Alfred Scott was born about 1881 in  
California.  His records at Phoenix Indian 
School list him as a ‘Mission’ Indian,  
probably Luiseño.  
 
Opened in 1890, the Phoenix Indian School 
was intended to function as a residential  
industrial school and to teach Native  
American teens and young adults useful  
occupations such as carpentry, animal  
husbandry and the domestic arts, such as 
sewing, cooking and nursing.   



P a g e  1 8  December 2022 

Alfred Scott, 1881-1906  

(con’t) 

 

Grave marker photos courtesy of  
Pioneers’ Cemetery Association Inc. 

  
In 1905, Alfred married an Anglo schoolteacher, Mae Glase, in Los Angeles,  
California.  They had met while Miss Glase was teaching at the Phoenix Indian 
School.  After the wedding, the young couple moved to Fort McDowell, where Mae 
taught elementary school. 
 
Tragically, Alfred was already suffering from tuberculosis and died less than a year 
later on 10 April 1906.  He was buried in Rosedale Cemetery, and his widow had a 
red sandstone monument placed on his grave. 
 
Mae Glase Scott eventually moved to Murray, Utah, where she was employed for 33 
years as a schoolteacher and principal.  She died in Seattle in 1951. 
 
 
(To obtain a copy of the sources used for this article, please contact the PCA to make 
a suggested donation.) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION: ___NEW ___RENEWAL DATE_________________________  
 
NAME(S)________________________________________ PHONE_______________________  
 
ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________  
 
CITY_______________________________________STATE_______ ZIP___________________  
 
EMAIL________________________________________________________________________  
 
Membership Categories:  
Individual $25____  
Family $30____  
Organization or Sustaining $50____  
Donations appreciated $_____  
 
Make Check payable to:  

Pioneers’ Cemetery Assoc., Inc.  
PO Box 33192  

Phoenix, AZ 85067  
A small convenience fee will be added for credit card purchases.  

You can also join or renew on our gift shop website! 
 

I am interested in being a volunteer: 
 
☐ Tour Guide ☐ Grounds Beautification ☐ Fundraising ☐ Special Event Volunteer ☐ Grave Marker Preservation 
☐ Social Media ☐ Publicity & Marketing ☐ House Cleaning ☐ Graphic Artist & Designer ☐ Grant Writing ☐ 
Newsletter Contributor ☐ Other Talents ____________________________________  
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Membership! 
 
Hello, friends!  Please join us at the PCA!  Your membership dues go to many projects at the  
cemetery to preserve, protect, and educate!   



 
Officers 

 
President: 
Patty Gault  

Vice President:  
Cindy Lee  
Treasurer: 
Val Wilson  
Secretary:  

Ileen Snoddy 
Historian: 

Margy Parisella 

WE’RE ON THE WEB 
AZHISTCEMETERIES.ORG 

 Membership Benefits 
 

• Free access to research and 
materials of Pioneer & Military 
Memorial Park (Cemetery)  

• May attend monthly Board 
and Membership meetings 

• Free attendance at monthly 
open house events 

• Free walking map of the Pio-
neer & Military Memorial Park 
(Cemetery) 

• Quarterly electronic newslet-
ter 

• Your opportunity to support  
 Arizona history 

                                                              

pioneercem@yahoo.com  

azhistcemeteries.org 

Facebook @pcacemeteries  

Smurthwaite House: 
 

1317 W Jefferson St. 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

 
PCA Mailing Address: 

P. O. Box 33192 
Phoenix, Arizona 85067 

 
 

A Few Notes  About the Editor……. 

Val Wilson has been editor of the R.I.P Newsletter for four years.  She adores Arizona history, and 
strongly believes that cemeteries should be preserved and cherished.  During the day, she is an  
elementary teacher, and in her spare time (when she is not grading papers), she is president of her 
town’s art commission, and does research for the PCA. 

If you have articles or news to submit, contact our Editor at: 
 

pioneercem@yahoo.com 
   

We are always looking for submissions.  Photo submissions need 
to be photos in which the copyright belongs to you, and any  
research articles need to be cited.  Thanks so much! 

mailto:pioneercem@yahoo.com
http://www.azhistcemeteries.org
mailto:pioneercem@yahoo.com

