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Memorial Day gave us great weather for those who
came to the cemetery to honor the veterans buried
there. We are grateful for the Masons DeMolay, Sons
of Union Veterans of the Civil War and Sons of
Confederate Veterans for placing flags at our
veterans’ graves. We were also surprised by a young
gentlemen who showed up to play taps and then
quickly disappeared.
Please remember to join us in our journey to preserve
the past!
Patty Gault, President
Pioneers’ Cemetery Association

Smurthwaite House
1317 W Jefferson St.
Phoenix, Arizona 85007
PCA Mailing Address:
PO Box 33192
Phoenix, Arizona 85067
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Pioneers’ Cemetery Association Project Wins Prestigious
2022 AASLH Award of Excellence
Nashville, TN – The American Association for State and Local History (AASLH) congratulates
Pioneers’ Cemetery Association for receiving an Award of Excellence for Women and Children of
Pioneer & Military Memorial Park. The Award of Excellence is part of the AASLH Leadership in History
Awards, the most prestigious recognition for achievement in the preservation of state and local history.
Women and Children of Pioneer & Military Memorial Park was a project to expand the awareness
surrounding the history of women and children in Territorial Phoenix buried in the cemetery. Men who
had contributed to the building of early Phoenix were well known subjects of written history, but women
were rarely documented. This project was particularly important in 2020 since it was the 100 anniversary
of Women’s Right to Vote. The focus was on women from diverse backgrounds who preceded that part
of history and the struggles and contributions they made and the children they lost.
This year, AASLH is proud to confer 53 national awards honoring people, projects, exhibits, and
publications. The winners represent the best in the field and provide leadership for the future of state and
local history.
The AASLH awards program was initiated in 1945 to establish and encourage standards
of excellence in the collection, preservation, and interpretation of state and local history throughout the
United States. The AASLH Leadership in History Awards not only honor significant achievement in the
field of state and local history, but also bring public recognition of the opportunities for small and large

organizations, institutions, and programs to make contributions in this arena.
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Mother’s Day Brooch Open House by Debe Branning
The "Make a Brooch for Mother's Day Fundraiser" for
the Grave Marker Preservation Project took place on
Sunday, May 1, 2022 inside the dining room of the
Smurthwaite House. It was attended by 17 creative
'jewelry designers' who used pieces of old jewelry,
gemstones, feathers, and other craft pieces to make their
lovely artwork. They proudly went home with a lovely
brooch pin created for themselves or somebody
special! Raffle tickets were sold and light refreshments
served.
Thanks to all who attended and to the volunteers who
helped make it a successful event!
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Grave Marker Damage by Patty Gault
Over the last several months, the damage to our grave markers has increased. Some of the damage has
occurred to grave markers that had been repaired in February during our preservation workdays. Even
with our fencing, people are able to gain access. Volunteers are working with the police to increase
patrols. If you see anyone in the cemetery damaging grave markers, please call the police immediately.
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Edgar R. Laplante, about 1888-1944 by Donna Carr
Edgar Laplante, AKA Chief White Elk, AKA Dr. White
Eagle, AKA Ray Tewanna, was a charming,
internationally-known con artist who routinely assumed a
Native American persona.
He was born around 1888 in Central Falls, Rhode Island,
to a Canadian immigrant couple. In 1917, he was
working as a barker for a silent movie theater on Coney
Island. Perhaps the attention that his Native American
regalia and somber mien attracted led him to reinvent
himself as ‘Chief White Elk’.
By 1918, Chief White Elk was the toast of the Salt Lake
City, Utah, giving patriotic speeches to raise funds for
World War I Liberty bonds. On March 13, 1918, he
married Bertha Thompson, a half-Klamath model and
aspiring actress from Eureka, California. The federal
census of 1920 recorded the couple living in Portland,
Oregon. Shortly thereafter, however, Laplante appears to
have deserted Bertha to go on a whistle-stop tour of
Canada.
Laplante’s next port of call was London, where he passed himself off as a Cherokee chieftain
(from Canada!) and expressed a desire to meet personally with King George V. Finding himself short of
cash, Laplante began calling himself Prince Ray Tewanna and married an English widow, Ethel Elizabeth
Holmes, ignoring the fact that he was still married to Bertha.
Laplante soon left his new wife to visit France and Italy. Taking up lodgings in Paris, he walked the arts
districts wearing his Native American costume. Although his French was of the French-Canadian variety,
Laplante had no trouble charming the Parisians.
Next, Laplante moved on to Italy, where he made the acquaintance of Countess Melania KhevenhüllerMetsch. The countess seemed to have an inexhaustible supply of Italian lira, and Laplante was happy to
help her spend it. His sympathy for the poor made him the darling of Italy’s Fascist Party, and he was
photographed several times with Mussolini’s Black Shirts.
However, in 1925, Laplante was unmasked and sentenced to a prison term in Italy for defrauding the
countess. By the time he was free to return to the United States, he was so broke that he had to accept
work as a waiter in order to pay for his steamship passage.
Back in the U. S, Laplante didn’t change his shtick; he simply took to touring rural areas, trusting that he
would be unknown there. A 1931 newspaper article from Tuscaloosa proved that he had resumed his
‘Chief White Elk’ persona. Found walking along a California highway in 1939, he claimed to be a
spokesman for an Aleutian tribe on his way to Washington, D. C.
By the time of his death in 1944, Laplante was living at Schmidt’s Haven of Rest in Phoenix, Arizona.
His death certificate lists him as ‘Edward La Plante (Dr. White Eagle)’, a Native American born near Gila
Bend, Arizona. An indigent, he was buried at public expense in the Maricopa County Cemetery.
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Scottsdale, Arizona Namesake at Rosedale Cemetery
by Ed Dobbins

Receiving vaults for the temporary storage of remains were once common in areas where frozen winter
ground made immediate burial impractical. They were obviously not needed in Phoenix for weather
reasons, but burial delays due to other circumstances sometimes required placing a body in a secure
location for a limited amount of time.
The private Wooldridge family vault in Rosedale Cemetery, for example, was once used to hold
Chaplain Winfield Scott, namesake of Scottsdale, Arizona. Scott’s body rested in the Wooldridge vault
for about six months after he died on October 19, 1910.
Mrs. Helen Scott spent the time between her husband’s death and burial at San Diego’s Mount Hope
Cemetery in April 1911 arranging her local affairs. She was preparing to permanently move to San
Diego where the Scotts owned a home near their children.
Winfield had only months before started a new church there, a project that Helen was determined to
see succeed as a memorial to her husband. There were two funerals for Winfield Scott on the day of his
interment in the vault. The first was held at the First Baptist Church in Phoenix. Afterwards, the body
was escorted by G.A.R. members to Rosedale Cemetery where a second memorial was held. At the
second service, “reveille” instead of “taps” was played by the bugler in accordance with Scott’s belief
that his death signaled an awakening into a new life rather than “lights out.”
We don’t have enough information to suggest whether Scott’s placement in the Wooldridge vault was
a regular or an isolated use of the building as a temporary holding space. Nor do we know the locations
of facilities at other local cemeteries that served the same purpose. Regardless, Rosedale Cemetery at
PMMP was an appropriate choice as the temporary resting place for pioneer valley resident Winfield
Scott.
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Fannie Townsend Icke, about 1858-1901 by Donna Carr
Fannie Townsend was born between 1857 and 1859 in
Warwickshire, England. There being many Townsend
families in Warwickshire, it is not known which one she
belonged to, but she seems to have had a sister named
Mary who married a John Burridge Hackett in 1897.
Fannie married Robert John Icke, also of Warwickshire.
Their first child, John Henry Townsend Icke, was born
April 1888 in Bathurst, Eastern Cape, South Africa,
where Mr. Icke had gone to engage in ostrich farming.
Ostrich feathers were in great demand for Victorian
ladies’ millinery, and the huge birds were also raised for
their meat.
The couple’s second child, Edith Winifred Icke, was born
in July 1890 in Wellington, Shropshire, England. The
1891 census of England and Wales recorded the Ickes
still in Wellington, where Mr. Icke was working as a
commissions agent.
By about 1893, the Ickes were in Minneapolis, Minnesota, when Mr. Icke was hired by Josiah T. Harbert
to manage his ostrich farm in south Phoenix. Perhaps the desert climate reminded the Ickes of South
Africa, for they came to Arizona at once…and stayed. The United States federal census of 1900 records
them living about three miles northwest of Phoenix.
Around 1900, newspaper accounts suggest that Robin Icke was of unsound mind. He was committed to
the insane asylum for a brief period in September of 1900.
Fannie Icke died in Phoenix on April 13, 1901, of typhoid fever6. Upon her death, a large quantity of
jewelry and silverware, valued somewhere between $5,000 and $15,000, was found in the house. The
jewelry was described as including rings and brooches set with diamonds, sapphires and garnets, several
gold bracelets, and ropes of pearls the size of marbles. Her wardrobe contained fine silk dresses and even
a sealskin cape, not very practical for a desert climate. The police were astonished that such a fortune had
been kept unsecured in a farmhouse, but apparently none of the Ickes’ neighbors had any idea of the
family’s wealth.

Because Mrs. Icke’s doctor had been sanguine about her chances of recovery, and because of her husband’s previous mental illness, an autopsy was ordered. It proved, however, that Mrs. Icke had indeed
died of typhoid fever.
When Fannie’s sister in Birmingham, England, was notified of her death, she replied by telegraph, asking
that the body be embalmed and cabling $250 to cover the funeral expenses9. Fannie was buried in Porter
Cemetery, Block 17. Two of Fannie’s English relatives immediately sailed to the United States to take the
two Icke children--John, 13, and Edith, 10--back to England with them. The youngsters were raised by
Fannie’s sister, Mrs. Mary Townsend Hackett, as they appear in her household on the 1911 census of
England and Wales.
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Robert John “Robin” Icke, 1858-1905 by Donna Carr
Robert John “Robin” Icke was born April 1858 in
Attleborough, Warwickshire, England.
He married Fannie Townsend in England. Their first
child, John Henry Townsend Icke, was born April 1888 in
Bathurst, Eastern Cape, South Africa, where Mr. Icke had
gone to engage in ostrich farming. Ostrich feathers were
in great demand for Victorian ladies’ millinery, and the
huge birds were also raised for their meat.
The couple’s second child, Edith Winifred Icke, was born
in July 1890 in Wellington, Shropshire, England. The
1891 census of England and Wales also recorded the
Ickes in Wellington, where Mr. Icke was working as a
commissions agent. By about 1893, the Ickes were in Minneapolis, Minnesota, when Mr. Icke was hired by Josiah
T. Harbert to manage his ostrich farm in south Phoenix.

Perhaps the desert climate reminded the Ickes of South Africa, for they came to Arizona at once…and
stayed. The United States federal census of 1900 records them living about three miles northwest of
Phoenix.
Around this time, newspaper accounts suggest that Robin Icke was of unsound mind. He was
committed to the insane asylum for a brief period in September of 1900.
In April 1901, Fannie Icke contracted typhoid fever. Although her doctor initially believed she would
recover, she died on April 13th. Because Mrs. Icke’s doctor had been sanguine about her chances of
recovery, and because of her husband’s previous mental illness, an autopsy was ordered. It proved,
however, that Mrs. Icke had indeed died of typhoid fever.
Fannie Icke was buried in Porter Cemetery, Block 17. Shortly thereafter, the two Icke children--John,
13, and Edith, 10—were sent back to England to be raised by Fannie’s married sister.
While the exact nature of Robert Icke’s mental illness is not known, the death of his wife and the loss of
his children may well have exacerbated it. On March 2, 1905, he died of alcoholism in his room at the
Commercial Hotel in Phoenix1. He was buried next to his deceased wife in Porter Cemetery, B17.
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Membership!
Come one! Come all! Our cemetery is now open to the public
during Open Houses from 10am—2pm, and has a treasure trove of
information and memorabilia at your fingertips. We are always
looking for volunteers and new members.
If you’ll be renewing your membership and no information has
changed, simply make sure we have your name and note on the form
or with your check “no changes” – happy to save you a few steps!
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WE’RE ON THE WEB
AZHISTCEMETERIES.ORG
Membership Benefits
•

Access to research materials of Pioneer & Military
Memorial Park (P&MMP)

•

May attend monthly Board and Membership
meetings

•

Free attendance at open house events

•

Free walking tour guide and map of P&MMP

•

Free tour of the historic 1897 Smurthwaite House

•

Quarterly electronic newsletter

•

Your opportunity to acknowledge and
support Arizona history

PCA Officers
President:
Patty Gault
Vice President:
Cindy Lee
Treasurer:
Val Wilson
Secretary:
Ileen Snoddy
Historian:
Margy Parisella

pioneercem@yahoo.com
azhistcemeteries.org

A Few Notes About the Editor…….
Val Wilson has been editor of the RIP Newsletter for four years. She adores Arizona history, and
strongly believes that cemeteries should be preserved and cherished, and the stories and history of
the departed should be told. During the day, she is an elementary teacher, and in her spare time
(when she is not grading papers), she is president of her town’s art commission, and does research
for the PCA.
If you have articles or news to submit,
contact our editor at:
pioneercem@yahoo.com
We are always looking for submissions. Photo
submissions need to be photos in which the copyright
belongs to you, and any research articles need to be cited.
Thanks so much!

