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P i o n e e r s ’  C e m e t e r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  



Our cemetery is open for self-guided tours on Thursdays by  
Appointment.  Also, we are having Open Houses each month. 
 
We’ve had lots of activity going on in preservation, as well as 
activities to garner support for our many projects.  Preserving the 
past is so important.   
 
With your support of the Pioneers’ Cemetery Association, we 
can keep the memory of our “residents” alive, and maintain the  
Pioneer Military and Memorial Park.  Thank you so much for 
your time and donations! 
 
President Patty Gault 
Pioneers’ Cemetery Association 

F r o m  t h e  P C A  P r e s i d e n t . . .  
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Thank you! 

Cronkite News came out and filmed our preservation crew  
diligently working on many of our memorials.  Check it out on 
Cronkite News at: 
 
Cronkite News: Pioneer Military Memorial Park 
 
https://youtu.be/RYHGXmfdlXY 
 

Cronkite News: Pioneer Military and Memorial Park  
Preservation Underway 
 
https://cronkitenews.azpbs.org/2022/02/22/phoenix-cemetery-
pioneer-military-memorial-park-preservation-underway/ 

C r o n k i t e  N e w s !  
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In Masons Cemetery, we were honored to host AZ No. 2 Masonic Lodge Phoenix Chapter DeMolay on 
February 21st, President’s Day.   

These young men and their families and other Masons placed over 170 American flags in the Masons 
Cemetery.  DeMolay is an organization sponsored by the Masons for young men between 9 and 21.  
They provide guidance and mentorship to create leaders of character. 

 
On January 22, 2022, we had a great turnout 
for the January Open House.  The cemetery 
was open for tours and a fundraiser was held 
in the house for Grave Marker Preservation.  
Visitors had fun making valentines for  
someone special.   

W e ’ v e  B e e n  B u s y !  
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G r o u n d s  B e a u t i f i c a t i o n  

Piestewa Peak Chapter DAR donated a tree on February 26.  This new Ironwood tree will soon be 
planted in our cemetery thanks to a generous donation by Piestewa Peak Chapter DAR. Chapter  
members, including PCA’s own Judy Smith, attended this short ceremony with AZ State Regent DAR, 
Morgan Elliott.  We also want to thank our City Foreman Tim for his hard work in picking up the tree 
and getting it planted. 

Volunteers Sterling and Jason worked to repair the front walkway in front of the Smurthwaite house.  
This area had become a tripping hazard. 
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M i l i t a r y  M a r k e r s  A r r i v e  

 
 

On January 27, after months of research and filling out forms by PCA volunteer David, six military 
markers arrived at the cemetery.  Veterans whose grave had gone unmarked were given their due honor.  

We hope to continue to identify locations of more of our veterans. 
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C a p t .  W i l l i a m  L i n d s e y  G e o r g e  
1 8 3 2 - 1 8 9 7  

William Lindsey George was born April 29, 1832, in Shelby 
County, Kentucky.  He had at least two brothers,  
James Benjamin George and M. B. George.   
 
Around 1854, William moved to Texas.  On November 17, 
1858, he married Eliza LeGette in Guadalupe County, Texas.  
The 1860 federal census records the family living in Comal 
County, Texas, with their infant son James, born in 1859. 
 
When the Civil War began, William Lindsey George enlisted 
for the Confederacy and took command of a company in Col. 
John Ireland’s regiment.  This unit patrolled the Rio Grande 
and Gulf Coast during the war.  By remaining west of the  
Mississippi, George was able to return home on occasional  
furloughs.  William and Eliza’s son Henry was born in 1862, 
son William was born in 1864, and son Richard was born in 
January 1866. 

After the war, William George moved his family to Missouri and was for a time the president of a 
bank in Kansas City.   
 
William George’s brother, James Benjamin George, was a lifelong bachelor.  Though about  
fifteen years younger than William, he served in the Confederate army during the last year of the 
war.  Thereafter, he joined in the George household.   
 
Around 1886, William Lindsey George moved to Phoenix, where he engaged in hauling freight.  
He served as deputy sheriff under Lindley Orme.  He enjoyed a reputation as an honest  
businessman; it was said of him that ‘his word was as good as his bond’.  He was also involved in 
the construction of railroads, canals, dams and reservoirs throughout central Arizona. 
 
Known by that time as ‘Uncle Ben’, William’s brother James Benjamin died of consumption in 
1896 and was buried in Porter Cemetery. 
 
A week before his own death, William Lindsey George suffered an angina attack while attending 
an outdoor concert but recovered enough to go home.  His wife was in California at the time. 
 
He apparently suffered another attack and died early on August 20, 1897, at his home on Black 
Canyon Road.  His wife arrived home just a few hours after his demise.   
 
Several of the Valley’s Confederate veterans were the pallbearers at his funeral.  
 
Eliza lived with her son Henry until she died May 30, 1905.  She was buried next to her husband 
in Porter Cemetery. 
 
© 2022 by Donna L. Carr.  Last revised 18 February 2022. 
 

Photo From PCA 
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D A R  G r a n t  
G r a v e  M a r k e r  P r e s e r v a t i o n  

Beginning February 5, preservation began in the cemeteries again with Conservator Joe Ferrannini from 
New York.  This project was a result of a NSDAR grant received by PCA and will continue all month. 
Markers that had been in storage in the Wooldridge Vault for many years were repaired and returned to 
the cemetery.  Other markers that were damaged were repaired where they stood.  Committed  
volunteers are the only way this project continues to happen.   
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M e e t  O u r  G r a v e  M a r k e r  C o n s e r v a t o r  
J o e  F e r r a n n i n i !  

After years of fundraising by PCA, it was time to find a  
conservator to help us preserve the grave markers in the  
Pioneer Military and Memorial Park Cemetery.  Cindy Lee, 
Debe Branning and Jenn Merry decided to attend a conference 
held by the Association for Gravestone Studies.  
 
It was at that point we knew we were going in the right direc-
tion and began preservation in our cemetery in 2017.  With the 
help of Conservator Joe Ferrannini of Grave Stone Matters, we 
have learned the best practices and standards of:  cleaning a 
grave marker, straightening, repairing simple and complex 
fractures or breaks, infilling losses of stone, resetting monu-
ments of different constructions, consolidation and lime wash. 
 
Joe’s background and achievements in cemetery preservation 
made him an easy pick for our Conservator and teacher.   
 
In 2005, Joe took over the 60+ abandoned cemeteries in  
Pittstown, New York. He had been doing genealogy research, 
and was unable to find information due to the deplorable  
conditions of some cemeteries.  
 

 

He started volunteering his time on weekends cleaning up the brush, cleaning and straightening stones 
and doing simple repairs. He started taking various cemetery related workshops, talked to many people in 
the field and joined cemetery groups. He left his long time career in the trucking business in 2008 and 
slowly started doing cemetery restoration/preservation.  He serves on boards of cemetery associations 
and does consulting, in addition to working on stones. He has been very fortunate to be able to travel  
regularly to Maine, Philadelphia, and Phoenix. Joe calls it his retirement hobby for pay. 
 
Joe resides in upstate New York with his wife, Anne.  In his spare time, he enjoys traveling (visiting 
cemeteries) and baking.  Joe has been known to share his baking projects with others, especially at group 
gatherings.  We appreciate all of Joe’s time and patience, as well as his cemetery expertise. 
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Membership! 
 
Come one! Come all!  Our cemetery is now open to the public during 
Open Houses from 10am—2pm, and has a treasure trove of  
information and memorabilia at your fingertips.  We are always  
looking for volunteers and new members.   

 
If you’ll be renewing your membership and no information has 
changed, simply make sure we have your name and note on the form 
or with your check “no changes” – happy to save you a few steps! 
 



PCA Officers 

 
President: 
Patty Gault 

 
Vice President: 

Cindy Lee 
 

Treasurer: 
Val Wilson 

 
Secretary: 

Ileen Snoddy 
 

Historian: 
Margy Parisella 

 
 

WE’RE ON THE WEB 
AZHISTCEMETERIES.ORG 

 Membership Benefits 
 

• Access to research materials of Pioneer & 
Military Memorial Park (P&MMP) 

• May attend monthly Board and Membership 
meetings  

• Free attendance at open house events 

• Free walking tour guide and map of 
P&MMP 

• Free tour of the historic 1897 Smurthwaite 
House  

• Quarterly electronic newsletter 

• Your opportunity to acknowledge and  
       support Arizona history       
                                                               

pioneercem@yahoo.com  

azhistcemeteries.org 

Smurthwaite House: 
 

1317 W Jefferson St. 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

 
PCA Mailing Address: 

P. O. Box 33192 
Phoenix, Arizona 85067 

 
 

A Few Notes  About the Editor……. 

Val Wilson has been editor of the RIP Newsletter for four years.  She adores Arizona history, and 
strongly believes that cemeteries should be preserved and cherished, and the stories and history of the 
departed should be told.  During the day, she is an elementary teacher, and in her spare time (when she 
is not grading papers), she is president of her town’s art commission, and does research for the PCA. 

If you have articles or news to submit, contact our Editor at: 
 

pioneercem@yahoo.com 
   

We are always looking for submissions.  Photo submissions 
need to be photos in which the copyright belongs to you, and 
any research articles need to be cited.  Thanks so much! 

Thank you! 

mailto:pioneercem@yahoo.com
mailto:pioneercem@yahoo.com

