
PCA Historian’s Report 2025 

 
The year started with the dedication of the new Jacob Waltz memorial in the 
southwest corner of the City/Loosley Cemetery. The event was well planned and 
attended. Kudos to Mark, Margy, Vivia, Sterling and others for a job well done. 

In February, Joe Ferranini and volunteers worked ten days in the final scheduled 
season of the Grave Marker Restoration Project. The six-year undertaking, 
coordinated by Cindy Lee, has received numerous awards for wonderfully 
improving the appearance and integrity of the monuments in Pioneer.  

Restoration of the Smurthwaite House was eagerly anticipated in 2025. By year’s 
end, however, only a small portion of the work had been accomplished. A reticence 
by the City of Phoenix to communicate and coordinate plans with the Historic 
Preservation Office and the PCA left the board in the dark for most of the year. 
Here’s hoping a brighter and clearer focus leads to more substantial 
accomplishments in 2026. 

The status of the new light rail in the area was also uncertain at year’s end. 
Changes in routes and stops have left many details yet to be determined. Hopefully 
more progress will be made in the next twelve months.  

We were sorry to learn of volunteer Ryan Van der Ark’s passing late in 2025 and 
grateful that his family chose to spread his ashes at Cementerio Lindo. While 
several of our regular volunteers and their loved ones have recently experienced 
significant health issues, many have already returned to everyday activities and all 
are looking forward to a healthy 2026! 

 

PCA Projects and Affairs 

• One page history of cemetery for general public distributed by Ed Dobbins 
for comment. (Jan) 



• Service for Ryan Van Der Ark January 4, 2025. Will be zoomed, parents 
donated books and things. (Jan) Ryan’s pastor conducted Celebration of Life 
for Ryan, cremains to be spread at Cementerio Lindo. (Feb) 

• Corporation reports filed. (Mar) 
• Financial fundraising policy sent out twice. Motion to approve edits to 

policy approved. (Mar) 
• Mark Lamm has coordinated a drone photography project with city. The 

park ranger who will flew the drone will review results with Mark. (May) 
Drone photos taken. Will have presentation this summer. (Jun) 

• Patty Gault, Kim Kasper, and Judy suggest deaccessioning two chairs 
downstairs and the broken sofa upstairs. The wicker furniture on the porch 
also needs to be replaced, preferably with a wicker look but not necessarily 
antique. $900 budget approved for purchase. (May) Furniture bought for 
porch, need to get rid of old furniture. (Jun) 

• Need new “Smurthwaite 1897” sign to replace stolen one. Asked Acacia 
Metalworks for quote. (May) 

• New City/Loosley sign needs to be painted. Will ask city if they will paint 
all cemetery signs. (May)  

• Still need to find someone who works with cement to place markers. (May) 
• Discuss no longer offering to host property for events, not enough 

volunteers. Should remove from website. (Jun) 
• Propose a proclamation for Cemetery Month by Governor, need to write 

memo and ask in fall. (Jun) 
• Litchfield Historical Society asking for speakers for their meetings. (Sep) 
• UDC sent letter from their national division with credentials for Confederate 

soldier Perry Wilson to have a Southern Cross placed at his grave. 
Supporting details were not provided, PCA to send letter requesting 
background on Wilson’s Confederate military service. (Oct) Letter sent to 
UDC with our interpretation that Wilson not eligible for Southern Cross. We 
will allow cross to be placed unless UDC agrees with us and says he is not 
eligible. (Nov) 

• Val has started scanning our photo inventory. 
• Budget same as last year with more funds for technology, need new scanner. 

(Nov) 



• NAU Anthropology student Kate Gordon has permission to borrow LiDAR 
equipment and will map Pioneer over Christmas break. Final map to be 
completed by May. Ed is contact. (Nov) 

• Painted “Kindness” rocks found in cemetery. Social media trend to find and 
report for others to find. Rx flip and move rocks if found. (Nov) 

PCA Community Outreach 

• Make and Take Valentine cards January 25, then Grave Marker Preservation. 
No Hats and High Teas this year. (Jan) 

• Open House Feb 22 during preservation. 
• Irish Wake event March 22. (Feb) Three actors to talk about traditions plus 

one fake dead body. (Mar) About 35+ attended many from Reddit and walk 
ins. Made $280, two new members. (Apr) 

• Possibility of CPR class to be held at Smurthwaite, $25 per person, may 
interest visitors and the board. (Feb) 

• Clarence Shaw grave marker on private property, can it be moved to Pioneer 
for safe keeping? Consensus that marker should not be moved at this time 
but would reconsider if owner contacts us in the future. (Feb) Ed has learned 
that Shaw headstone was carved by local monument maker who placed at 
least one monument at Pioneer. May reconsider accepting Shaw headstone 
as example of carver Legier’s work. (Nov) 

• Piestewa Peak chapter ASDAR cleaned up front part of house and New City 
Church cleaned South Cemetery. (Mar) 

• Open House April 19. (Mar) 
• Mother’s Day brooch-making May 3. (Mar) Attended by 14 guests and five 

volunteers. Made $340 (Jun) 
• Memorial Day open house, limited refreshments, asking military groups to 

add flags. Open 9-12. Need to discuss possible flag ceremony, (Apr) Masons 
haven’t responded yet. (May) 52 people signed in but more in attendance, 
GAR post did small ceremony that went well, people interested in bigger 
event as in past years, but we do not have the volunteers. (Jun) 

• May 3 Apache Trail DAR giving Historic Preservation Award for GMP 
activities. Cindy Lee and Patty to attend. (Apr) Award presented. (May) 



• Very few newsletters are being opened and little volunteer participation. 
Discussion about whether to continue. (Apr) Discuss goals and methods of 
social media. Val Wilson has been tracking (May) Not much interest, pause 
newsletters. (Sep) 

• All commercial filming and photography must go through Phoenix Film 
Office. Money goes to PCA but film office needs to be notified and cleared 
first. (Apr) Film policy should be posted in house and on social media. (Oct) 

• Mark to attend Recognizing Community Partners Event at South Mountain 
April 15. (Apr) 

• Cemeteriums and education on old Victorian graveyards Sept 20. (Jun) 13 
reservations so far. (Sep) 

• Ice Cream Social Sept 27. (Jun) Not much interest, cancelled. (Sep) 
• Children of the American Revolution (CAR) will replace sign at south end 

of cemetery, to be glued. (Sep)  
• Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW) has funds to 

purchase flag holders already approved by PCA. Also offered to do flag 
raising on Memorial Day. (Oct) 

• September Open House had 6 people. Next open House Oct 25 (Oct) 
• Benedictine College tour Nov 3. (Oct) 20+ students in class on Death and 

Dying attended and were given tours of cemetery and house. (Nov) 
• Need new computers for upstairs, $1000 approved. (Oct) 
• DAR want to clean cemetery March 7, 2026. 
• Next open House, November 22. 
• Make an ornament, December 13. Dec Open House changed to same day. 

(Nov) Next open House, November 22. 
• Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable tour to Picacho Peak will stop here to see 

Porter Cemetery January 24, 2026. Jarod Riddle tour guide, Bob Cox and 
Ed, Roundtable members, will participate in tour. 

• Memorial Day 2026, SUVCW will do short ceremony as last year and place 
new flag holders at Union Vets graves. (Nov) 
 

 

 



PCA Committees and Team Report  

• Jacob Waltz: Memorial Gravesite to be dedicated January 11, 2025, Margy 
has procedure written out and a map for the event. Need volunteers for 
event. (Jan) Event well attended, may continue with educational book. Steve 
Schumacher cut ribbon for ceremony. (Feb) $109.38 left over from project. 
Put into general funds at request of Margy. (Mar) 

• Preservation: Conservator Joe Ferranini will be here Feb 8-11, 14-17, and 
22-23. This year will restore/replace fencing around plots. Will look for 
donations or PCA will pay for materials. (Jan) Vendor quote for fencing 
$900. Sterling moved PCA pay the amount, unanimous approval. (Feb) 
Cindy says excellent season preserving 33 markers, 10 plot fences, fixed one 
caved in grave at 1,082 volunteer hours. Still need to lime wash Loring and 
Ortega vaults. City of Loosley sign damaged during work. Joe will cover 
repair costs. (Mar) Acacia Metalworks sign company to repair, paid for by 
Joe, need to schedule repair and painting. Steve Lee and others have started 
repairs and limewash of Ortega, Franklin, and Loring vaults. (Apr) Sign 
repaired, needs to be painted. (May) 

• Sotelo Heard/Campos Santos Mexicano: Per Tim Diaz, latest turnover date 
for three-way land transaction now September 25, 2025. Trying to get 
permission for drone flyovers of cemetery. (Mar) Letter to be sent to 
Phoenix City Council to approve name change. Property exchange fell 
through again. Ed to submit corrections to text of name change doc. (Oct) 
Name change approved, working on signage and funding for fence. May 
deed cemetery separately for land exchange. (Nov) 

• Social Media reports were submitted by Lezlee who is supervising the 
website and email posts and Val who is posting to several social media sites. 
Newsletters were paused in September while Val increased her activity on 
the Behind the Epitaph blog, Facebook and Instagram to between 2 and 5 
times per week resulting in amazing viewing numbers per month. During the 
six-month period June through November, monthly averages of views were 
4,533 for the blog, 12,183 on Facebook and 12,371on Instagram.  

• Living History reports were submitted by Donna Carr on a monthly basis. 
Thirty-one biographies were written from January to November bringing the 
total number of bios to over 187. (Dec) 



Treasurer, Membership and Volunteer Reports 

• The generous donation of $15,000 from the estate of Frank Barrios 
recorded on December 31, 2024 increased our 2025 opening balance to 
$48,843.23. Quarterly balances were: March 31 $43,024.27, June 30 
$40,039.93, September 30 $40,530.67 and December 31 $41,479.81. 

• There were 96 paid members at the end of our membership year on 
August 31, 2025. That is only one less than our 2024 total. 

• Remaining pole and fence repair funds from the grave marker 
preservation project to go into general funds. 

• A history of PCA’s investment in the Smurthwaite House, PMMP, and 
Cementerio Lindo from 2016 to 2024 re volunteers, events, community 
services, and publications was produced. Highlights include the 
equivalent of $1.4 million in volunteer hours and $435,698 in funds/labor 
costs for projects and equipment over the ten-year period (Aug) 

• From January through September 2025 3,833 volunteer hours were 
reported yielding an estimated value in wages of $128,366. 

 

Donations 

• Received from Frank Barrios’ estate, $15,000 with no restrictions. Patty 
suggested we keep in mind that Frank was strong advocate for Mexican 
American community as funds are allocated. (Jan) Check posted Jan 31. 
(Feb) 

• From Steve Schumacher, a very generous donation of $1500 for new 
computers. (Oct) 

 

 

City of Phoenix Crew Projects and Other City Actions 

• House Repairs: Patty and Cindy met with Joe Diaz, no new news except 
will sand screens. Need scope of work from city. (Feb) Quarterly zoom 
with Joe Diaz, Cindy and Patty. Money designated for house will be 
carried over to next fiscal year budget in May. (May) City of Phoenix 



Historic Preservation looked at wrong window for repair, need to return. 
Jo Diaz says still working on fixing up house, there is about $100,000 in 
the budget. Repair money can only be used currently for windows first. 
Will send photos of other needed repairs, e.g. sprinkler damage. (Sep) 
House not painted, screen missing, nothing done inside. (Oct) Windows 
painted shut, no other work reported. Front porch still deteriorating. Will 
send letter to city. (Nov) 

• Light Rail: Confusion over where light rail is going to go in front of 
house. Will try to set up meeting for March 19. (Feb) Starting to look at 
the utilities around the cemetery and limiting traffic on nearby streets. 
(Jun) We need another meeting. (Sep) Need meeting re damage to house 
by light rail and HP assessment. (Oct) 

• Mark suggested it’s time to update three-year plan to remind city of 
continuing need for repairs to the property. 

• There is a nearby heat respite at 20 W. Jackson, post to fridge. (Jun) 

 

 


