
 

 

PIONEERS' CEMETERY ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING 

MINUTES  

SMURTHWAITE HOUSE/ZOOM Thursday, Nov. 6, 2025 

 
PCA Board Members present: 
Patty Gault, President 
Cindy Lee, Vice President 
Val Wilson, Treasurer 

Ed Dobbins, Historian 
Debe Branning  

Donna Carr 
Kim Kasper 
Mark Lamm  
Tom Yount 
Jarrod Riddle, Board 
Brittany Hindgardner, Advisor 
 
Other Members Present: 
Lezlee Alexander  

Bob Cox, Member 
Vivia Strang, Member 
Josie Rodriguez, Member 
 

PCA Board Members absent: 
 
Jenn Merry, Secretary 

Sterling Foster, Board 
Vicki Galli, Board 
Margy Parisella, Advisor 
Pamela Stewart, Advisor 
Judy Smith, Advisor 
Steve Schumacher. Advisor 
 

Discussion/Action 
Call to order: President Patty Gault called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m.  

Approval of October 2, 2025 Minutes: Approved. 

Treasurers Report: Val Wilson: as of June 1st - Beginning Balance - $40,530.67; 
Ending Balance - $42,142.32 

OLD BUSINESS  

 



 

 

House repairs update: Nothing has been done but the City did paint the windows shut. 
Front porch continues to deteriorate, and a piece has fallen off. Letter to City will be sent 
again. 

Sotelo-Heard/Campo Santos Mexicano: Name change approved. Land trade is still 
pending. The Collective had a Dia de los Muertos event, where Trellis was present; and 
an idea of deeding the cemetery separately, so that may happen. A grant was sent over 
and they are working on getting funding for a fence and signage plus several reporters 
are interested in the story. Mark is meeting with them.   

Calendar: DAR folks want to clean the cemetery, just need someone to let them in 
March 7 if available.   Will work on another date. 

Class tour, Benedictine College: 20+ students and went well. Nov. 3 Class on Death 
and Dying. No formal feedback yet, though. May be back next year 

Budget: Same as last year, but added more funds to technology. We have a donation 
for one computer, but would like to get another one and a scanner.  Motion to approve 
the budget: Donna; seconded: Kim.   Motion passed. 

Southern Cross: Is Perry Wilson eligible for a Southern Cross? A letter was sent to 
UDC with David’s research showing that we have proof his service fell short of eligibility, 
but we have not heard anything yet. The UDC says he is eligible, so does PCA remove 
the cross or let it go? If a letter comes back with their response, we can remove it if they 
agree. We do not need to have him on PCA”s list of Confederate veterans, but he can 
continue with the cross until PCA hears from UDC. 

NEW BUSINESS  

Committee reports questions? No 

Membership: Due now, some coming in. Letter will be sent out. 

November 15: Make an ornament event. Needed volunteers. Can’t find any so need to 
re-schedule to December 13th. 

November 22: Open House, covered with volunteers 

December 20: Open house, maybe change if we can do the ornaments on a different 
date. Maybe the 13th. Agreed. Changed to Dec. 13 

January 24:  Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable - on a bus tour, first stop PMMP. 8:30-
9AM - Jarrod Riddle/Bob Cox 

Memorial Day 2026: SUVCW will also do the short ceremony they did last year. Also 
they have raised money for Union flag holders and will be doing this all over the state, 
since the amount of funds was so great. Before the ceremony they will add the holders 
in PMMP. 



 

 

LIDAR: A few months ago, an archaeology student at NAU learned to do LIDAR in field 
school in Peru. She has permission to use the material and will create a map of the 
cemeteries. For the first time it will be entire maps of the cemeteries and it will be in 360 
degrees including the monuments. Can be done by May at least.  

Kindess rocks: Rocks found in the cemetery, trend of people putting painted rocks in 
places for people to find, and people post on Facebook for others to come find. 
Concerns with people coming to retrieve them. - Flip them and move them. 
 
Clarence Shaw: 14th/Echo headstone found. No body. Homeowner has not contacted 
us, but will reconsider if they do.   
 
Volunteer Hours Reminder - Please send your hours to Denise. 

Meeting Adjourned 10:45 a.m 

 

Respectfully submitted by Jenn Merry  


