
 

 

PIONEERS ’CEMETERY ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING 
MINUTES  

SMURTHWAITE HOUSE/ZOOM Thursday, Dec. 4, 2025  

 
PCA Board Members present: 
Patty Gault, President 
Cindy Lee, Vice President 
Val Wilson, Treasurer 

Jenn Merry, Secretary 

Ed Dobbins, Historian 
Donna Carr 
Sterling Foster 

Mark Lamm  
Tom Yount 
Brittany Heingardner, Advisor 
Steve Schumaker. Advisor 
 
Other Members Present: 
Lezlee Alexander  

Denise Foster 
 
 

PCA Board Members absent: 
 
Debe Branning  

Kim Kasper 

Jarrod Riddle, Board 

Vicki Galli, Board 
Margy Parisella, Advisor 
Pamela Stewart, Advisor 
Judy Smith, Advisor 
 

Discussion/Action 
 
Call to order: President Patty Gault called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  

Approval of November 6, 2025 Minutes: Approved. 

Treasurers Report: Val Wilson: as of November 1st - Beginning Balance - $42,142.30; 
Ending Balance - $41,512.63 

Computer: Purchased a new Lenovo with donated funds and placed in conference 
room. Need to do some file transfers to get all the computers for use in their respective 
spots. Val working on. May need to get some new software too. 



 

 

OLD BUSINESS  

Flag Holders: Board approved GAR purchasing the flag holders. They want top do it 
before the Memorial Day event. Difficult to get done the day of, there is too much to do. 
Working with Bob Cox to figure out logistics.  

January 24:  Scottsdale Civil War Roundtable - on a bus tour, first stop PMMP. 8:30-
9AM - Jarrod Riddle/Bob Cox/Ed Dobbins leading; open house same day. Not sure if 
we can get the flags out for that day. Valentine card event same day. ed pointed out 
tour is for Civil War, not one side or another so you’d want both sides flagged.  

Southern cross: Is Perry Wilson eligible for a Southern Cross? An email was sent 
now. Recap: A letter was sent to UDC with David’s research showing that we have 
proof his service fell short of eligibility, but we have not heard anything yet. The UDC 
says he is eligible, so does PCA remove the cross or let it go? If a letter comes back 
with their response, we can remove it if they agree. We do not need to have him on 
PCA’s list of Confederate veterans, but he can continue with the cross until we hear 
something back.  

Sotelo-Heard/Campo Santo Mexicano: Name change approved. Working on grants. 
Land transfer approved but hasn’t taken place yet. 

Calendar:  

No open House in December other than the ornament event.  

Dec. 13 is ornament make and take/open. 

Jan. 24 is next open house 

NEW BUSINESS  

Committee reports questions? No 

Thank you to Donna for her hard work and committee’s work on the bios. 

Cenotaphs: Suggesting that we use money in present fund (approx $4000 memorial 
marker fund) to make memorial markers for unknown Union soldiers to fill in gaps in 
pathway. Should be about 17 markers. David has offered a $340 donation towards that 
or we use memorial marker fund for these.  Board’s decision to use money from 
Memorial fund.  David’s donation returned to him. 

Jan 8: Next board meeting 

Ed received an award from DAR: Community Service Award from the Camelback 
chapter ASDAR. 

January: Set up meeting for Light Rail 



 

 

House: no new news. They didn’t paint the front outside second floor house windows, 
but last contact the contractors said they were done. Need to send another letter. 

  
 

Volunteer Hours Reminder - Please send your hours to Denise. 

Meeting Adjourned 10:26 a.m 

Respectfully submitted by Jenn Merry  


